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Dear Parents & Guardians,  
 

In this newsletter, I would like to share with you some highlights 
from the winter months.  We are grateful for the visit fro m Bishop 

Paul Bootkoski in early February during Catholic Schools Week, 
when he addressed our Middle School and visited the classrooms.  

Thanks also to Monsignor Zamorski, who joined the faculty during 
the lovely Teacher Appreciation Lunch provided by the Home School 

Association and who is a wonderful presence in school.   
 

We celebrate Sister Mary Elizabeth McCauley S.C.C., the recipient 
of A Teacher Who Makes Magic Award  on March 8 th  sponsored 

by Magic 98.3FM.  With Sister Elizabethôs Award, we are reminded 
of how blessed SFCS is to have four Sisters of Christian Charity with 

us-- Sister Mary Irene Sorber, Vice Principal, Sister Mary Elizabeth 
McCauley, Second Grade Teacher, Sister Mary Agnes, Secretary, 

and Sister Maria Lan Nguen, Youth Minister for the Pa rish ðalong 
with our parish priests, our Sisters are spiritual leaders to our 

students.  
 

For this issue of the Breezeway Bulletin , I have asked the faculty 
to comment on their role at St. Francis Cathedral School (SFCS) 

and you will be interested in their r eflection on their vocation as 
Catholic educators.  I join them in taking pride in the dedication 

they feel to teach at St. Francis.  Through their daily work with the 
students, SFCS provides your child/ren the highest quality Catholic 

education while inst illing the core values of respect, justice and 
responsibility.  In large part because of our excellent faculty and 

the commitment from our parish to the school, SFCS is a leading 
school in the Diocese and we are working very hard to continue to 

provide a h igh level of academic, social and personal instruction to 
the students.  

 
As in other newsletters, there is school information for you to 

review ðand this time of year, the annual Tricky Tray, Secret 
Garden , is a major focus.   I would like to ask each famil y to 

contribute to this important event by reviewing the information on 

the school website and becoming involved.  
 

I am happy to share Alumni News with you along with news of 
graduating 8 th  grade studentsô success and their plans for high 

school.  They wil l soon become Alumni and we encourage them to 
stay in touch and offer feedback about how SFCS prepared them for 

high school, college and the professions they will practice.   
 

We are pleased that the Three Year Strategic Plan  submitted to 
the Diocese in th e fall of 2009 has been accepted.  As a result of 

your feedback during the planning process, we are currently taking 
steps to relocate the three Kindergarten classrooms from the 

basement of the Parish Center to the second floor near the pre -
school, so that  by September, Kindergarten students will enjoy a 

bright, new setting.  Your suggestions are important as we move 
forward to strengthen the school.  To continue our dialogue, I have 

included a survey at the end of this newsletter, which I encourage 
you to print and complete so that your ideas can be included in the 

next phases of the Strategic Plan for SFCS.   
 

Thank you for your help and support with the activities at school.  
When parents and prospective families ask me about SFCS, I speak 

to them about w hat is included in the following pages.  I welcome 
your comments to add to this information.  

 
May you have a Blessed and Happy Easter!  

Gratefully,  
Barbara Stevens  

Principal  

 

The Breezeway Bulletin  
 

Congratulations to Sister Mary Elizabeth McCauley, 
recognized as a Teacher Who Makes Magic  on 
March 8, 2010 at an Awards Ceremony sponsored 
by Magic 98.3  FM. 

 



 

 
 

No Cafeteria Service in April  

Due to the Cathedral floor  renovation, there will be no  school lunch program in April.  The cafeteria 

will be unavailable because weekday Masses will be held the re .  We will resume hot lunch in May 
2010.  Please note that there will be no food or beverage whatsoever available for the students 
during April 2010.  We apologize for the inconvenience and thank you for your continued 

cooperation.  

Open House Dates for Spring  

Please check the school website at www.stfranciscathedralschool.org  or contact Mrs. Rizzo 1B  to 
apply for Summer Camp.  Spaces fill quickly, and summer is right around the corner!  SFCS 
Summer Camp is staffed by our teachers and the combination of activities, trip days and the use 

of the schoolôs facilities provides a safe and interesting program right in Metuchen.  

Office Notes 

   

Register for Summer Camp  

There will be two Open House opportunities for new families to visit SFCS on April 23rd and May 21 st  at 
9am .  Meet in the School Office for a tour.  School will  be in session, so we request that only adults attend at 
this time.  Help us spread the word to prospective families interested in a fine Catholic education for their 

children.  

Proud of Our Faith  
  
Do you know  that the Catholic Church educates 2.6 million students every  day at the cost to  th e Church of  
$10 billion dollars, and a savings on the other hand to the American taxpayer  of  $18 billion dollars.  Alumni  go on 
to graduate studies at the rate of 92%.  
  
The Church has 230 colleges and universities in the  U.S.  with an enrollment of over 700,000 students.   
  
The Catholic Church has a  non -profit hospital system  of  637 hospitals, which account for  treatment of 1  out of 
every 5 people -  not just Catholics  -  in the  United States .  Be proud that you're a Catholic  and proud of your 
education!               -- Sam Miller , prominent  Cleveland  businessman   

 

http://www.stfranciscathedralschool.org/


 

 

 
Dear SFCS Families,  
 

It wa s great to see everyone in early 
February during Catholic Schools Week 

for the classroom visits and Pizza 
Luncheon.  We hope that you enjoyed 

the time with your child in school and 
having lunch together in the cafeteria.  

Many thanks to Miriam Alva for pla nning 
lunch for 1,100 that day.  Thank you 

also to Maura McCunney and Denice 
Quinn and all volunteer cooks for 

providing the lovely Teacher Luncheon 
for the faculty, which was much 

appreciated.  
 

In case you were unable to attend the 
March 24 th  General Meet ing about 

Improving Study Skills , please find 
information from the featured speaker, 

H.S.A. Co -Presidentsô Letter 

Richard Gallagher, on his website 
www.studyskillscentral.com .  

 
There are a few upcoming events we 

would like to bring t o your attention.  
The final H.S.A. General Meeting will 

showcase studentsô work in a Social 
Studies Fair.  We will also celebrate 

Teacher Appreciation Night and look 
forward to seeing you on May 26 th .   

 
Fun Day is scheduled for June 16 th . We 

need parents  to chaperone and conduct 
the field games and events for each 

class.  Please contact Linda Martin to 
volunteer.  If you wish to volunteer, you 

must complete the Kidsafe Program.  
Thank you very much in advance for 

your support!  
 -- JoAnne Cascia & Linda Ma rtin  

    HSA Co -presidents  

 

Lenten Reflection  

Mother Seton, Mother Cabrini, 
Blessed  Kateri, St. John Neumann --
all of whom are shown in stained 
glass inside the  Cathedral .   
 
There are also many books about 
sain ts. Stories about ordinary saints 
and blesseds like  young Blessed Pier 
Giorgio or books about the ordinary  
lives of popular saints are stories 
that kids can  eas ily relate to. We 
can teach our kids that we are all 
called to  holines s even in our 
ordinary liv es.  
 
St. Peter was a  fisherman, Blessed 
Pier a college student , St. Gianna 
Molla a doctor, St. Francis of Assisi 
was  a deacon. We make ordinary 
things extraordinarily if we dedicate 
them  to God.  
 
Each child is given a gift which we 
just have to discover  and offer back 
to God. We  recently went with the 
youth group to a concert of Tony 
Melendez who has no hands and 
uses his feet to play the guitar. He 
sees each kid with hands as a 
ómiracleô. Let us also see our 
children as miracles and enjoy each 
precious  moment we spend with 
them.  

  

 
 

Lastly, I want to sh are what Angelica 
of 3A shared with our adopted 
priests.  

 
 

Just PUSH  
When everything seems to go wrong , 
Just PUSH!   
 
When the jobs gets you down, just 
PUSH! 
 
When people donôt react the way we 
think they should , just PUSH!  
 
When giving is low and the bill is due , 
just PUSH!    
 
When people do nôt understand you, 
just PUSH!  
 
Thanks for being so  ñpushyò!   

 
P.U.S.H  = Pray  Until Something 

Happens  
 

                                       -- Maria Quizon  

 

 
 

Home School Association News 

 Bishop Bootkoski addresses Middle 

School during Catholic Schools Week 
2010   

We are very  proud of the charity 
and cheerfulness shown by our 
children. Kudos to the teachers for 
inspiring our kids to grow 
intellectually and spiritually . I 
cannot forget reading about some 
parents and guardians, who were 
drawn to full communion with the 
church, after seeing what their 
children were learning.  
  
But no matter how much they learn 
from school, we parents have to 
sustain their desire to learn . We 
have to learn more too. We have to 
know our catechism well and impart 
it to our kids. Can we answer our 
kids ô questions like :  What is 
purgatory?, Why did Jesus ha ve  to 
die?  The Lenten season is a  good 
opportunity to stop, listen,  reflect 
and learn mo re.  
 
We incorporate spiritual books, 
Gospels, the Bible and lives of 
Saints as part  of our reading. They 
can be read like  novels or as 
historical books. Do you know where  
the apostles went after Christ died? 
Did you know that  St. Mark ôs body 
lies in Ven ice after  being smuggled 
in a pork sack to avoid detection? 
Did you know where St.  Jude died? 
We can also learn about how St. 
Isaac Jogues was martyred by 
Iroquois in New York or about the 
struggles of   American saints who  
lived in New York or Philadelphi a, 
such as  
  
  

 

 

http://www.studyskillscentral.com/


 

 

Tricky Tray  

We are hard at work on this 

yearôs Tricky Tray event, when we 

will transform the NJ Expo Center 

into the ñSecret Garden,ò a 

showcase of mystery and beauty, 

filled with generous gift baskets 

and prizes.  Admission tickets are 

now on sale for $ 20 each with an 

advance ticket package priced at 

an additional $40.   This pre -pack 

includes $50 worth of auction 

tickets. For more information 

about the event, visit our website 

at stfranciscathedrals chool.org  

and click on the Tricky Tray tab 

on the home page for all 

information and an order form. 

Donations are needed to create 

baskets for the event.  During the 

Easter break, please contact 

Christine DeJianne, Linda Martin, 

or JoAnne Cascia to contrib ute 

your items.   

We also need many volunteers to 

transport baskets to the event, 

set up on May 7 th ,  sell tickets and 

ñrunò the baskets to winners.   

Thank you to the many families 

for your generous contributions  

and all the time and help you 

have given.  You are greatly 

appreciated.  -- Christine DeJianne  

 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 

 
 

Thanks to your generosity, SFCS 
sold nearly $8 ,000  dollars worth of  
chocolate with almost $3,000 going 
to the school.   Many thanks to Liz 
Mazzola for her time and energy 
once again to manage the candy 
sale fundraiser for us all to enjoy.  

 

See the school website to 
print additional Box Tops 
Contest Raffle  pages.   
 

 
 

Good Luck!   Questions? 
Contact: Terry Callaghan 
k/o Luke 4A.  

 
 
 
 

 

Countdown to Summer 
Contest!  

 
Each ti me your class reaches 1,000 
Box Tops, you r class earns the next 
Dress Down Day  on May 26th !!!   
Complete a Box Tops Raffle Sheet 
and you will have a chance to win a 
Summer Box Tops Raffle with your 
choice of an iTunes card or 2 Movie 
Tickets , Barnes and Noble Gift 
Certificate , or a SFCS Sweatshirt .    
 
 

The Summer Box Tops 

Raffle will be drawn on 

May 27th.  Any raffle 

sheets that were 

submitted late for the last 

drawing, will be put into 

this one.  

SCRIP News  

The SCRIP office is located 

in the Parish Center 

Building on Library Place.  

For more information,  

contact Karen Kossman at 

stfrancisscrip@yahoo . com .    

The Great Lakes SCRIP Company 

will be closed  from April 5 th   ï 9th.  

Any orders received after 10am on 

March 26 th  will not be filled until 

after Easter. T he SCRIP office will be 

closed for Easter break starting 

Thursday, April 1s t and will re -open 

on Monday, April 12th .  Feel free to 

call 732 -548 -0100 ext. 227 with 

questions.   Thank you for supporting 

the SCRIP program!  Have a Blessed 

Easter.    

 

Gertrude Hawk Candy Sale  
 

 

 

Box Tops for Education  
Contest  

 

 

http://www.stfranciscathedralschool.org/
mailto:stfrancisscrip@yahoo.com


 

 
 
 SFCS Chor us  

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  
  

 

 

SFCS Cheer Team  

H.S.A. Daddy Daughter  

Date N ight  
 

 Thank you Eileen Oldroyd  and  

Doreen Zensky  and the ir team for 

hosting a wo nderful evening of 

dinner and dancing for Dads with 

their daughter s at Pine Manor on 

February 12th.  It was a night to 

remember, especially for 8 th  

graders, pictured at right with 

their fathers.   

 

 

 

SFCS had a great season this 
year.  The Biddy team took 1st 
place and 2nd twice and 3 rd  
place  in the March 27 th 

tournament.   The Varsity girls 
took 1st place and 3rd twice. 
We are very proud of all the 
girls -- they really put their 
hearts int o this cheer season 
and it showed!!!    
 
Best wishes to Jennie Perullo 
and Nicole Velona in High 
School.  We will miss you!    

-- Coach DeMaio and Cheer          

  Director  Danielle Velona  
 

  

Student News 

On March 14 th  the SFCS Chor us 
participated in the 40th Annual 
Plainfield Area Children's Choir 
Festival at the Crescent Avenue 
Presbyterian Church in Plainfield, 
NJ.  This year, the event include d 
16 other childrenôs choirs  from the 
Plainfield area .  Our students 
joined with the parish youth choir 
representing St. Francis Cathedral 
with 50 children.   Bravo to all 
children -- you gave an excellent 

performance .  

 

 

 



Second Graders Receive the Sacrament of First Penance  

 

 

 

  

 
 

Kindergartners 
walked to visit 

Metuchenôs memorial 
to D r. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. in January 

where they offered a 
prayer of peace for 

all people.  

We extend our best wishes and 

congratulations to all second 
grade students who received 
the Sacrament of First Penance 
on March 12 th  and 13 th  after 
the snow storm cancellation.  
May God continue to bless you 

with His holy grace as you 
prepare for your First  Holy  
Communion.  
 

KA and KB ôs Visit to the Martin Luther King Memorial in Metuchen  

 

 

Student News 

Thi rd and fourth grade students 
sang patriotic songs, recited 
poetry and enacted scenes from 
throughout American history to 
remind us of the gifts of our 
free dom and our country.   
 
SFCS welcomed former service 

men from the Menlo Park 
Veterans Home, parishioners, 
school families, and young 
soldiers from the ROTC Program 
at Rutgers to the Presentation on 

Wednesday, February 24 th .   

Patriotic Program Highlights  
 

          Songs for Young Americans  


