
 Dear Parents, 

 Welcome to first grade at St. Francis!  We hope that you enjoy your 

summer vacation and enjoy these summer reading books as well.   

 This list consists of authors that you can choose from, any book is fine.  

We have put three different levels for the children; please choose authors that 

are best for your child.  You may read to your child or perhaps have they can 

read some of the story to you. 

 Attached you will find a list of activities for your summer reading.  We ask 

that you complete 2 projects over the summer from the list of suggested 

activities.  The remaining books will be logged on a reader’s response log.  

Children should read 10 books over the summer, which is roughly one book a 

week. 

 We hope you enjoy the authors that were chosen, they have proved to be 

a BIG hit for first graders previously.  Summer reading is due on the first day of 

school and will count towards their Language Arts grade. 

 

Have a wonderful summer and we are looking forward to a great school year! 

 

Miss R 

Mrs. Rizzo 



 

First Grade Summer Reading 
 

Arnold Lobel ( Frog and Toad) 
Berenstain Bears 
Peggy Parish (Amelia Bedelia) 
Cynthia Rylant (Henry and Mudge) 
Marc Brown (Arthur books) 
Laura Joffe Numeroff ( If you Give a Mouse a Cookie) 
Eric Carle 
Dr. Seuss 
Robert Munsch 
Leo Leoni 
William Steig 
*Encyclopedia Brown 
*Rainbow Fairies 
*Boxcar Children 
 
*denotes chapter books 



Name_________________________________________ 
Summer Reading Log 

 

 

Book I Read Thumbs Up? Thumbs Down? New Words I Learned New Words I Learned New Words I Learned 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 

  



 

Welcome to First Grade at  

St. Francis Cathedral School 

 

 

A Parent’s Guide To First Grade! 

 

Opening the door to a wonderful new 

year! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dear Parents, 

 

 Welcome to First Grade at St. Francis Cathedral School.  We have 

designed this booklet for you to serve as a point of reference.  It has all of 

the information in it that you will need for your year in first grade. 

 Please read through it and if there are any questions, please do not 

hesitate to contact us anytime during the school year.  Our curriculum 

consists of the following subject areas: 

 A Language Arts Program which includes Reading, Phonics, Oral and 

Written Language. This is a brand new series that we are very excited 

about! 

 A Math Program that focuses on facts through 12 as well as touching 

upon each of the following areas: 

 Money 

 Time 

 Geometry 

 Place Value 

 Fractions 

 Measurement 

 

A Religion Program that focuses on the Saints, Sacraments, as well as 

teaching us to live the way Jesus wants us to. 

A Handwriting Program that teaches proper formation of letters and 

numbers.  It also ends with a Scripture verse that we discuss with the 

children. 

  

The children will also be engaged in many hands-on activities in both 

Social Studies and Science.  We are very excited to use our brand new 

Social Studies book as well as our new Science series that we used for the 

first time last year! 

  

We are excited about beginning another school year.  We are so 

pleased that you have chosen St. Francis Cathedral School for your child’s 

education where we promote Respect, Justice and Responsibility. 
 

 

 

 



 

These are some helpful hints you will need as you prepare for first grade! 

 

 Each child should have a 2-pocket folder which will be marked with an 

“HW” and a.  The HW side of the folder is where you will find all of 

the homework for the night.  Please complete, sign and return the 

homework the next day.  Missed homework will result in conduct 

points.  Homework is a very important tool for reinforcing the skills 

taught that day.  Please return the HW on the HW side of the folder.  

This will help your child unpack their folder in the morning. 

 The  side of the folder is where you will find any notes that I have 

sent home.  Please use this side of the folder for any notes/ 

correspondence that you may have.  Each Monday, you will receive a 

Week At A Glance sheet.  This newsletter will let you know what will 

be going on in school that week as well as what topics will be covered 

in the following subject areas:  Language Arts, Religion, 

Handwriting, Math, Science and Social Studies.  This is a very 

useful form of communication; please look for it each Monday. 

 Your child should bring in a healthy snack to school each day.  Juice 

boxes and water bottles are fine too.  Please make sure that you pack 

a snack each day.  We always follow snack with a good story time book! 

 Please label all of your child’s belongings.  Especially their uniform, but 

most especially their Gym sweatshirt.  This has caused problems in 

the past and it would be a GREAT help if everything was labeled. 

 We also ask that each child have a doodle pad or coloring book or 

story book for the morning when they arrive.  This is a quiet way for 

us to ease into our day before prayers are said. 

 You will find a supply list in this booklet.  There are certain supplies 

that MUST be purchased from our school store.  Please make all 

checks payable to St. Francis Cathedral School. 

 All of your children’s books must be covered with clear contact paper.  

Check for the books in your child’s backpack.  Please cover them, label 

the outside cover with your child’s name and grade and return the 

books to school the next day. 

We are looking forward to meeting all of you on Back To School Night.  

We know that this is going to be a great year! 
Welcome everyone to First Grade! 

Miss R 1A 

Mrs. Rizzo 1B 



First Grade Supply List 

 

 
 All of the supplies below can be purchased from any of your favorite 

stores. 

 There will be an additional supply list that will contain what you need 

to purchase from the school store.  This list will also provide you with the 

day and times of your child’s “Special Classes” (Art, Music, Gym, Computers 

and Library) please look for that during the first week or so of school. 

 

Have fun shopping! 

 1 box of 8 washable Crayola markers 

 1 box of Crayola crayons, NO more than 24 

 1 2-pocket folder 1 box of sharpened Ticonderoga pencils.  Please 

make sure that they are Ticonderoga. 

 1 bottle of Elmer’s Glue 

 1 12 inch ruler 

 1 plastic box with a lid (about the size of a shoe box to hold their 

supplies) 

 Pencil Top erasers 

 Highlighter 

 Dear Time book (book from home to read or look at) 

 Crayola Water Color Paints 

 Coloring book or sketch pad for quiet time in morning 

 2 JUMBO book sox 

 

Please label all supplies! 

 

We will keep you informed of when the supplies need to be replenished.  

Thank you so much for your cooperation! 

 

Miss R  

Mrs. Rizzo 



Dear Parents, 

 

  In our first Religion lesson we will be talking about 

families.  We are asking that each child bring in a picture of their 

family that will be used throughout the year in a bulletin board 

display.  All pictures will be returned at the end of the year. 

 

 We would also like for you to tell us something special about 

your child.  What makes them so special to you?  What are their 

talents and hobbies?  This helps us to get to know your child on a 

different level.  Please send these two items into school by the 

end of the first full week of school. 

 

 Again, we are looking forward to seeing you all at Back To 

School Night! 

 

Miss R 1A 

Mrs. Rizzo 1B 



First Grade Wish List 
 

Dear Parents, 
 
 Summer is the perfect time to prepare for first grade.  We know 
that you are already doing your summer reading and buying those great 
school supplies! 
  
 There are some things that our first graders could use for the 
many projects that we will do throughout the year.  Below is our “wish 
list” that contains some of the items that we could use. 
 
 Please look through the list and if there is any item that you would 
like to donate, please send that in on the first day of school.  We would 
appreciate anything that you could donate! 
 
Thanks! 
Miss R 
Mrs. Rizzo 

 
OUR WISH LIST!!! 

 
 Plastic bags all sizes 
 Water color paints 
 Brown bags 
 Markers 
 Crayons 
 Colored pencils 
 Glue sticks 
 Elmer’s glue 
 Write on wipe off boards 
 Dry erase markers 
 Construction paper all colors 
 Drawing paper 
 Bowls 
 Plastic cups 
 Tissues 
 Wipes Clorox and baby wipes 
 Stickers 
 Any kind of art supplies 
 Play Dough and tools for Play Dough 



Save this to your favorites! 
 

In order to do our part in “going green” we will be 
using a blog site that will be used to post 

information to you.  We used it last year and it 
proved to be very useful! 

 
Please save this address to your favorites:   

www.firstgradeweekataglance.blogspot.com 
 

Here you will find important messages and 
homework is posted daily.  We will also post our 

weekly newsletter on this site as well. 
 

We ask that you do not blog to us on this site.  
Please use the email addresses below if you have 
any questions about something on the blog.  We 
encourage you to check this site daily as there 

could be information posted that you will need to 
be aware of. 

 
Thank so much! 
Enjoy the site! 

 
1A:RacavichM@stfranciscathedralschool.org 

 
1B:RizzoM@stfranciscathedralschool.org 
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